UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LONDON,

GOWER STREET. W.C.

26th Feby. 1893

[Note: this letter - especially the earlier part - is very faint and parts cannot be read: some reconstruction has been attempted, but may not be correct.]

My dear Fitzgerald

I should have answered your last before, but Rose-Innes, Fisher's assistant, has been looking into our numbers, & I think he has got a satisfactory & reworkable equation.  My time has been occupied in getting data ready for him, & also in making observations at -87°, the boiling-point of liquid N2O.  The experiment shows that with ether at this temperature, the relation is then a nicer one; but with methyl alcohol, there is still a little emvaline[?].  I am afraid it is not going ? ? ? 2CH4O for its ?; I think there is great condensation.  However, it is premature to speak.  I had to spend a lot of time in getting the B.P. of the N2O with a hydrogen thermometer; however this is now done, & done well.  I shall tell you the state of things when we are a little ?.


Your note received[?] this morning was a ?.  Are you ? ?.  I suppose you are.  Who constitutes the University of Dublin?  What is Trinity College?  Is it a separate institution?  Could the Univ. of Dublin migrate?  Has it funds?  What would its function be apart from Trinity College?  I see that Irish Stocks are failing, & I suppose this is one of them.  I don't believe that the Home-Rule Bill will escape from Committee with a single whole clause.  I assume that they will have to separate Ulster; to exclude Irish Members; & to make a heap of similar alterations which will leave nothing of the old measure except the preamble, if even that.  Indeed I doubt if more will be left than "Whereas".  But do be more explicit, & tell me what you think might be possible.  


I saw Donnelly yesterday, & he tells me he has been showing the Commission how it is impossible that S.R.[?] can form part of the University.  I know that what he said will carry a great deal of weight, & it will have been well-stated.  We go up again (the U.C. Contingent) at the end of this month.


Kind regards to you all.  The wife has been having a bad bout of toothache.


Do you know of the clergyman who bemoaned that all the world had now settled down to a lead devil!

Yours sincerely

W. Ramsay

Please ask Joly about the Meldometer.
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